
Page 1 

1  

Officers and Contact Information: 

 

President: Mr Roger Patterson                 

Chairman: Mr Tom Moore     

Hon. Treasurer: Mr Murray West  

Hon. Secretary: Mrs Sue Elliott          

Membership: Mr Gordon Allan 

Newsletter: Miss Caroline Drewett 

WISBOROUGH GREEN  

BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION 

DIARY OF EVENTS 
 

THIS AND NEXT MONTH’S SATURDAY APIARY MEETINGS: -  

5th & 26th July 

16th August 
Gather from 1.30pm. 

Notices at 1.50pm. – you need to have arrived by this time! 

Meeting ‘proper’ starts at 2.00pm. 

 

THIS AND NEXT MONTH’S WEDNESDAY APIARY MEETINGS: -  

16th July 

6th August 

Meetings now begin at new start time of 6.00pm. – you need to have arrived by this time! 

One demonstrator will wait and take a mixed ability group at 6.30pm prompt.  If you can't 

make the earlier time you will need to join this group. 

 

Cranleigh Show -  Saturday 2nd August  See item on page 4. 

 

Grow Your Own Festival, Parham House & Gardens -  Saturday 17th August 

 

WGBKA Honey Show -  Bank Holiday Monday 25th August  See item on page 4. 

 

To help reduce the carbon footprint, parking and traffic on the roads we ask members 

to share vehicles if possible when attending meetings.  

 
 

01403 790637 roger-patterson@btconnect.com 

01798 343470 stone.house@btinternet.com 

01798 867048 murray@mt-w.co.uk 

01403 752493 sj.elliott@ukgateway.net 

01798 343470 petworthgordon@btopenworld.com 

01798 343883 caroline.drewett@btinternet.com  

A DIVISION OF WEST SUSSEX BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION 

JULY 2014 
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To celebrate my 50 years in beekeeping the members kindly presented 

me with a variety of things at the supper.  Amongst them were some 

field guides that I have found very useful during this summer.  I make 

regular trips and walks, either on my own or with others, that take in 

natural history and these books have proved very valuable.  They are 

beginning to show signs of wear, having travelled many miles in a 

rucksack and been consulted on many occasions, not only by me, but 

by others too.  I never mind that, as it indicates heavy use which is the 

point of reference books in the first place. 

 

Another thing I was given was an hour long flight in a Tiger Moth, which after one cancellation I 

finally took on 16th June from Shoreham Airport.  The weather was fine but overcast.  We flew 

towards the east over the South Downs to Lewes and Newhaven.  The instructor was brilliant and 

let me take over the controls soon after takeoff.  I was surprised how responsive the aircraft was to 

what seemed to me like small adjustments. 

 

There were air currents that were obviously caused by the Downs that threw us about a bit, but 

once I got used to them I was O.K.  We flew over areas such as Mount Caburn, Devil's Dyke and 

Castle Hill, where in the days and weeks previously I had studied wildlife using the previously 

mentioned books.  When walking on the Downs you see features such as tumuli and hill forts, but 

you get a different perspective when seeing them from a few hundred feet above.  The amount of 

human effort needed to move so much soil with only primitive tools must have been massive. 

 

The experience of flying upside down in an aircraft that is 7 years older than me is something I 

will never forget.  It may be worth staying in beekeeping for another 50 years!  Thank you all very 

much. 

 

As you are all aware I have been trying to highlight problems with queens for some time.  I give a 

lecture on it and have written a page on Dave Cushman's website http://www.dave-cushman.net/

bee/queenperformanceproblems.html.  Largely the problems are the same, but occasionally I will 

see something occur more often than previously.  Because the problems are fairly recent there is 

little in books - apart from the best beginners book that has ever been written!  There are many, 

unfortunately some who have wheedled their way into influential positions, who flatly refuse to 

accept there are problems.  I think this is why no research has been done. 

 

At the apiary meeting on Wednesday 25th June most of the seven groups had a problem in their 

colonies and I felt I had to tell members what the problems are and that they aren't natural.  I went 

to the apiary the following day to check on what was recorded and found that we had inspected 28 

colonies, 10 of which had a problem.  I looked at another colony and they had a problem too, so 11 

out of 29 at the same time.  That's not exactly a small sample and within shouting distance of 40% 

of colonies that had problems I wouldn't have seen 20+ years ago.  Many of them had emergency 

cells in colonies where the queens appeared to be laying well.  This simply shouldn't happen, but 

the first thing that some people come up with is the weather is poor! 

 

Interestingly, I have recently had a beekeeper from Somerset contact me saying he has experienced 

the same problems for some time and that he contacted me a couple of years ago about them. 

Nell and friend 

http://www.dave-cushman.net/bee/queenperformanceproblems.html
http://www.dave-cushman.net/bee/queenperformanceproblems.html
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A week ago I was asked by a lady beekeeper in Essex if I could give my lecture to her BKA be-

cause she had seen my page on Dave Cushman's website and they have experienced the same 

problems. 

 

In checking back I find I have been trying to highlight these problems since 2002.  I have been dis-

missed and discredited on a regular basis.  I have been openly accused of being a bad beekeeper 

and that our bees must be riddled with disease.  I know that some of the "experts" (mostly self ap-

pointed!) have been critical of me, even though they have never seen me open a colony, but you 

don't suddenly become a bad beekeeper.  Recent nosema checks have shown no infection and our 

varroa levels are monitored regularly.  When I finish this I will be asking the WSBKA committee 

to try to instigate some research.  It's the bees I'm interested in and if it was happening in a natural 

situation they wouldn't survive for long. 

 

Elsewhere in this newsletter and in WSBKA News there should be a notice of the BIBBA/

SICAMM conference in Llangollen 26-28 September. (see page 5. Ed)  I have made reference to it 

in the past, but the programme is now out and I strongly suggest you look at the topics and find the 

time to go if you can.  I have been largely responsible for putting it together and I have tried to get 

a balanced programme, so there is something for everyone at any one time.  I have heard many of 

the speakers and have chosen them for their knowledge and experience.  Some aren't household 

names, but I think they won't disappoint.  Please take the trouble to check it out. 

 

It's rather rare that I get hammered by a stinging colony, but I spent most of the day recently with a 

member, when all of a sudden a colony exploded and took a dislike to me, not him.  I didn't bother 

to count them, but I must have got over 20 stings.  If it interests you at all, I can tell you that stings 

under the arm make you yelp! 

 

At a recent committee meeting it was suggested that I didn't take a group at the apiary, but 

"floated", which is not easy when you are over 14 stone!  I'm always open to suggestions, so this 

time I let them get away with it and to date there have been two meetings where this has happened, 

already showing a few benefits.  There were a number of reasons for the suggestion, including me 

having a better view of what is going on in the colonies, as the management of the apiary is just as 

important as the tuition.  This obviously worked well with the queen problems mentioned above.  

In one case I repeated what the demonstrator had already said, so reinforcing their point.  It gives 

me a little more knowledge about members that I may not often get into my group.  It was also felt 

the demonstrators didn't get any help or tuition themselves and they would be learning more. 

 

I was a bit uneasy about it at first, as I support the demonstrators and I felt that if I came up with 

something different to what the demonstrator had already said, it might appear the demonstrator 

was being undermined.  This is always a possibility, but when inspecting a colony we often change 

our minds anyway.  I only get a snapshot of a colony, so I will have to ask questions about its con-

dition.  If it helps with tuition it will be a good thing, so I will give it a fair trial. 

 

Roger 
 

 

This is a photo of a Tiger Moth, but it’s not Roger 

flying it!  Ed 
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Many of our members have had a good crop of OSR honey and hopefully we can all look forward 

to another bumper crop on the second extraction  .So if you have honey to extract please remember 

the Wisborough Green Honey Show, to be held on Bank Holiday Monday, 25th August, and be-

gin to prepare your jars for exhibit now!   

 

The schedule will be ready soon and will be issued separately by email.  There will also be an arti-

cle in the August newsletter with hints and tips for those who have not exhibited before. 

 

In the meantime, please remember that with the exception of three of the classes, each honey class 

requires two identical jars of honey.  The other three honey classes require jars as follows: 

 Honey as offered for sale requires three identical jars. 

 Liquid honey for comment requires one jar. 

 Liquid honey to be judged on taste requires one jar (covers for jars are supplied on the day). 

 

And don’t forget the non-honey classes.  There’s always room for some extra moulds of wax on 

the display table! 

 

Caroline 

WGBKA will once again be represented at the 

Annual Cranleigh Show on Saturday 2nd August.  

Mike Bunyan does a grand job of booking our 

plot, ensuring the stands are available, and ar-

ranging a group of volunteers to man the stand 

throughout the day.  This year those helping will 

include Daisy, Martin, Roger, Tom, Gordon and 

Sue.  Please mark this in your diaries and visit the 

show.  I’m sure our members will appreciate your 

support (and an ice-cream if it’s hot!).  Ed. 

 

http://www.cranleighshow.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

We have an offer for a beekeeper to place hives on land at Toat Lane, Pulborough.  The land 

owner wishes to be able to learn from the beekeeper with a view to getting their own bees in the 

future.  The lady made herself known to us at the Brinsbury Open Day.  Exact details of the ar-

rangement are not known and would need to be discussed before proceeding.  If you are interested 

in this potential out-apiary, please contact:-  Pam Driver by email mailto:grandmadriver@gmail.com  

mailto:grandmadriver@gmail.com
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A Conference for all Beekeepers 
 

26 - 28 September 2014 

 

 

 The Pavilion, Llangollen, North Wales 

 

 Practical and scientific topics 

 

 Improve your bees and beekeeping 

 

 Bee breeding and queen rearing techniques 

 

 Management systems for native and near-native bees 

 

 Three lecture streams each day 

 

 40 UK, Irish and International speakers 

 

 Local attractions for non-beekeepers 

 

 Good access by road, rail, ferry and air 

 

 

Hosted by South Clwyd Beekeepers Association 
 

Programme: www.bibba.com/conference_2014.php 

 

Book now: http://goo.gl/uCBLf8 
 

 

http://goo.gl/uCBLf8
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Caroline Drewett shares the joys and frustrations of running an out-apiary. 

 

The month of June was mainly warm and sunny with bees flying most days and now, as we enter 

the first week of July, there is a good nectar flow.  There appeared to be the usual ‘June gap’ early 

in the month and a close eye was required to ensure colonies did not starve.  I fed syrup to one col-

ony (a nuc, Cowlsip, recently transferred to a full hive, with foundation to be drawn); and placed 

500g of fondant on a second hive as a precaution, as the bees appeared to be finding less forage 

than the other colonies in the apiary.  Neither colony had supers on. 

 

At the time I wrote my article for the June edition of this newsletter, I had one colony and a nuc 

with newly emerged queens (Sweetpea and Nuc) and one colony with a sealed queen cell 

(Hawthorn).  During my inspections in the first week of June I was pleased to see that both new 

queens were present and laying (a huge improvement on last year’s efforts, when two virgin 

queens ‘disappeared’!).  The queens had been raised from eggs produced in a colony of very calm 

bees, but on this particular day the bees in these two colonies were ‘running’ and a little ‘miffed’ 

at being handled (although no stings were incurred).  Was this behaviour a result of the weather 

conditions at the time, or the pheromones of the new queens?  I got my answer when inspecting 

the next colony (Cowslip) as these bees were displaying the same behaviour.  This colony had 

been created with the original queen as part of swarm prevention.  So if these bees were ‘running’ 

it had to be something to do with the weather or lack of forage.  This theory proved to be correct, 

as when I next inspected these three hives all contained calm bees, and plenty of fresh nectar.   

 

The Nuc was originally created as a two frame nucleus with a sealed queen cell, to provide a ’back

-up’ in the event of another queen failing.  The queen emerged on 25th May, was laying when in-

spected on 6th June, and was transferred to a full hive on 15th June.  As at 29th June there was 

brood on seven frames, nearly all the brood frames had been drawn out, and a super was added.  

Looks like I have myself a fourth colony!  Luckily I increased my BDI Insurance this year from 

the three colonies included in the basic subscription (I usually only have two hives) to five colo-

nies, based on the theory that if two hives put up swarm cells they quickly become four !.  So this 

fourth hive now needs a name - keeping to the flower theme it will be ‘Buttercup’ as these are 

prevalent in the apiary. 

 

But what of the sealed queen cell in the fourth hive (Hawthorn)?  A quick look on 25th May had 

revealed that the cell was still sealed.  However, I am sure I heard the queen ‘pipe’ from within the 

cell.  I next inspected on 8th June to confirm the queen had subsequently emerged and was hope-

fully laying.  The queen cell was empty, which was a good start.  The bees were fast on the comb 

and agitated (mirroring the other colonies) but I went through looking for the queen or signs that 

she was there.  By the second frame, I was wondering why the bees kept going in and out of focus 

as I was looking at the frame.  Then I realised I was still wearing my driving glasses!  I struggled 

through a few more frames without seeing any signs of a laying queen.  Usually I spot eggs easily 

(when wearing the correct glasses.......) but decided to give this particular inspection up as a bad 

job.  I could have gone to the car to change spectacles, but I would have to shut the hive anyway, 

so I closed it up for the day.  Happily the next inspection on 19th June revealed a queen and brood 

across five frames. 

 

So everything in the apiary is ticking along nicely, with successful swarm prevention, a previously 

queenless colony re-queened, and another two colonies with new laying queens.  But things aren’t 
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that simple in the world of beekeeping........ 

 

On 29th June an inspection of the colony containing the original queen (Cowslip) revealed queen 

cells.  Oh deep joy!  I had not seen any signs of this during my previous inspection 10 days earlier.   

Unfortunately, a mis-hap the previous week with a very sharp knife had resulted in a nasty wound 

to my hand and a four-day delay in getting to the apiary for inspections; and one of the cells was 

not far off being sealed!  I didn’t see the queen but there were eggs that had been laid that day.  

The colony had been created as part of swarm prevention on 9th May.  Everything pointed to these 

cells being swarm cells.  I was due to be somewhere else, so didn’t have time to go home to collect 

any additional equipment.  I removed all the queen cells.  In the stack of spare equipment kept at 

the apiary there was a super of combs (not the best combs but useable).  I placed this directly onto 

the brood chamber to create ‘brood and a half’.  This will bide some time.  The extra space for 

brood and stores may suppress the swarm urge.  I will return in a few days, with additional equip-

ment, and assess the situation.  If there are further queen cells and the existing queen is present, I 

will remove her to a nuc and allow the parent colony to raise a new queen.   

 

I have mentioned before about remembering to take everything you need to your out-apiary.  It is a 

good idea to have spare hardware stored in the apiary for emergency use.  This proved useful on a 

recent inspection, when I took sufficient supers but forgot the queen excluders.  Now all I have to 

do is remember to take queen excluders with me next time and leave them at the apiary for future 

use.  In the meantime I need to make-up some additional brood and super frames in case I need 

them.  A beekeeper’s work is never done....... . 

 

I often hear fellow beekeepers complaining of propolis on their hands, and the 

blue disposable Nitrile gloves are becoming popular to keep hands clean.  Due to 

severe reactions to bees stings I now have to wear protective gloves, but when I 

first started beekeeping I always had bare hands during hive inspections.  I dis-

covered a secret weapon against propolis - ‘Clean & Clear Blackhead Clearing 

Cleanser’.  I don’t know what it does to blackheads, but it always worked a treat 

at removing propolis!  Simply apply to cotton wool and rub onto hands.  I kept a 

bottle in my beekeeping kit.  You can purchase it at most chemist shops (the men 

may prefer to ask the lady of the house to buy it). 

 

In an earlier addition of ‘Tales from an Out-apiary’ I exalted the use of smoker 

string, writing that my smoker would burn continuously even when left unat-

tended for an hour.  So I was rather perplexed when, during a recent inspection, 

my smoker appeared to go out minutes after being lit.  On the third re-lighting of the smoker, I 

dropped the lid and as I picked it up noticed that the holes inside were completely blocked with 

tar.  Oops!  A quick scrape with the hive tool and normal service was resumed.  Now that’s 

silly.................! 

 

Caroline 
 

 

A reminder that our Regional Bee Inspector for the South East Region is Julian Parker.  

 

Julian can be contacted on 07775 119469 or email: julian.parker@fera.gsi.gov.uk 

 

mailto:julian.parker@fera.gsi.gov.uk


Page 8 

8  

As usual we will have certain supplies available for members at apiary meetings this year.  We buy 

in bulk from reputable suppliers in order to have these items available at very competitive prices 

for our members.  Because we buy in bulk you will find that our prices are generally  lower than 

from anywhere else, and with no carriage charges!  All available at apiary meetings (subject to 

stock). 

 

How to order 

As meetings can be hectic please email orders in advance to Tom on 

stone.house@btinternet.com so that they can be ready for you.  If you leave it until the day you 

must be prepared to wait until there is a convenient time to collate your goods, which may not be 

until the end of the meeting, or not until the next meeting! 

 

All prices are PER SINGLE ITEM unless stated otherwise and are correct at March 2014 for cur-

rent stocks.  We reserve the right to vary prices if there are changes from suppliers. 

 

Frames  (unassembled)    all  60p 

DN1 for National and WBC brood chambers  SN1 for National and WBC supers 

 

Frame nails - small bag (approx 80 grams)  £1.00 or      full box (500 grams) £5.00 

 

Foundation for the above 

Wired Brood   80p   (some available in drone base for culling/varroa control, or drone breeding) 

Wired Shallow  50p please specify worker cell or drone cell.  Un-wired  Shallow (for cut 

comb)  40p 

 

Spacers  to suit National hives 

Castellated spacers (metal) in 9, 10 or 11 slot  £2.00/pair Narrow plastic ends 10p (20p/pair) 

 

Sundries 

Syringes, plastic, for oxalic acid etc.   £1.25   Smoker, stainless steel with guard  £15.00 

Hive tool, steel, yellow, British made   £8.50  Hive strap, orange, 3 metres  £4.00 

‘Basic Beekeeping’ booklet by Roger Patterson, 2010 edition   £5.00 

 

Varroa Treatments 

Available for August treatment, we will have the following; prices to be announced 

Apiguard (thymol) ApilifeVar (thymol +, not for polystyrene hives) MAQS (formic acid) 

 

Payment can be made in cash (easiest for us), or by cheque. 

Please make cheques payable to WSBKA Wisborough Green Division. 

 

 

Thanks to this month’s contributors.  If you have similar articles or beekeeping 

experiences you would like to share, please supply articles and any photographs 

for the August edition no later than the 28th July.   
 

If you need any help submitting an article, please give me a call. 
Caroline 


